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THE STANDAED FOB TKTING 



"Beloved, bolieye uot everj spirit; btit tnytha spirits, whetlier they are of 
Qod ; because many false pcoptets are gons out iato tlio woi-ld. Hereby kuaw 
ye tlie Spirit of 0od. Eyeryspirittliatconfessoth-tliat Jesus Christ is como in the 
lieshisofQod; atideverysplntthatconfesseth not that Jesus Christ is corns in 
the fleeh, is not of God. Aud this is that Spirit of Antiohriat, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come ; aod even now it is in the world."—! John, Iv. 1—3. 

The mind of our oommuaity has boau agitated, during the past few 
months, by certain marvellous manifesSations, claimed' by thsir authors to 
be spiritual in their origin. These wonders are offered as attesting evi- 
dence of the truth oE certain moral and raligioua theories whieh are being 
propagated, with a great deal of zeal, and, wa arc told, with some success, 
among us. These theories are presented in the form of lectures to erowded. 
assemblages of our people, and are diseussad in our streets, saloons, shops, 
stores and parlors, by all olassas of our citizens — some eagerly embraciag 
and defending them, while others anxioualy labor to ov-orthrow and destroy 
tbem. 

This agitation gives the subject a local importance, and calls for some 
attention to it from the pulpit. I have never regarded it as of any great 
intrinsic importance — nor of suffioient magnitude, in itself, to demand the 
notice of the pulpit as a special theme of inquiry or discourse. It em- 
bracer essentially but one idea, as a distinguishing characteristic, and that 
is in itself of no very considerable value or importance. It will, of course, 
like everything else, Of its kind, create a sensatioo, grow strong bj the arts 
of popular disputation,— through injudicious opposition, excite public 
sympathy, by the cry of persecution, and by its braros in challenging de- 
bate! and discussiona— not of its essential self or one idea, but of truihe whioh 
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all the world h&va rewi'^ed, eversineo God breathed into maa the "breatii 
of life." It may, perhaps, unsettle the religious laith of soma, destroy 
the peace and happlnesa of others, confirm many m eensuaiitj, make a few 
inSdelfl, and then, vthen left lo its own strength, to stand alone or fdU, il 
will disappear and soon be forgotten, eaoept as the lut w histunan roay, 
in a single paragraph, note the fact that it once had an esistence 

It claims to recognise the esistenoe of a Supreme Being But js th: 
peculiar to this pretentioiia theory of spirit revektioos ■* Who dues not 
believe in tho Divine existence P "Who first learned that there is i God 
from modern Spiritism .^'* 

It professes belief in the immortality of the soul ! So 3id many of the 
old heathen philosophers. So did old Job. Jesua Christ, in hia resurrection^ 
demoaatratad this doctrine, by actualizing it into palpable fact. Paul do 
<;lared, lo his persecuted and despised Corinthian .brethren, " For we inow 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, ■vre have & 
building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in tho heayens." 
And Peter proclaimed to the whole ohuroh, throughout its suooeasive ages 
'Blesaed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, according 
io bis abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inhoritanoe ij corruptible, 
"undefiled, and that fadath not awaj, reserved in heaven for you." This 
glorious doctrine is by no means a peculiarity of modern Spiritism. It 
has neither invented cor discovered it ; but its cheering light has been tht) 
rich possession of the world during all the ages of the past. 

But Spiritism believes in eterna' progressioa I And who does not.^ 
Who, having even a superficial knowledge of the nature and powers of the 
liuman mind, ever questioned its potentially Mnlimited progress, from the 
inherent laws and forces of its own being-. Eut Spiritism believes in the 
Jieoaasarily virtuous progress of the soul in the spirit state ! Have not 
Restoration Universa lists alwajs taught this substantially t "What is thero 
n aw here .^ 

Spiritists believe in spiritual eommunion. But what ia there' new in 

this ? Have not mankind always held the Eame thing ? Shakespeare's 

Hamlet saw the ghost &( his murdered father, and Macbeth could not 

"down" the bloody spectre of Banquo, with all his kingly authority. 

Who haa not heard nursery tales ,of ghosts and spirits, that havechilleiS 

* I use the term Spiritism, instead of " 8piritHa]!sm," not in an unkinrl or op- 
probrious niaDiier; but for tlie simple and only reason that ilie former tam 
espressea tbe idea as fnllj and truly, and Iho latleris and Las beon used, by tJie 
Christian world , in quite a different scdsb from that in ivhich it is used by IImh 
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his y one g blood witK hoiror, and mada him affaid to ga out from his 
home, or to pass by grave yards, after dark, lest Le might meet some un- 
welcome visitor, from " tb,at undiacovoted country" whioh lies beyond tiio 
vale of death ? Who again has not heard beraared wives, IiusbandB, 
parents, or chiidren, consoling themselves witli tta thought, that the 
departed loved ones were stilt near them as guiding spirits or guardiau 
angels? Without stopping now to inquire into the real foundatioa of 
these fanoiea, I simply remark that they are not the property of modern, 
spiritism. Nor can it, with any propriety, claim them in support of its 
pretensions, Thousands possessed them, before it was ever thought of in 
its present form, and thousands now retain them, who respect its one idea. 

Spiritism, at least through some of ita advocates, denies the inspiration 
of the Bible, the Divinity of Christ, the vicarious character of his suffer- 
ings and death, and tho future punishment of the wicked ; but all this had 
been done previous to its advent. The infidolity of Spiritism was probably 
borrowed from Hume or Paine, or from some of tho lesser lights of that 
exploded school of philosophy. But what is the one idea — the essence, of 
modern Spiritism ? It is simply this. Tijat departed human spirits return 
to earth, and hold communion with men, not by spirit contact, through 
the intuitional faculty or consciousness of the soul, but through the physi- 
cal senses, by means of raps, writing, and the conversational organs of me- 
diums. This, as I conceive it, is the distinctive chataoteristic of Spiritism, 
and this is tho only thing claimed wliich'distinguishes id from anvj and 
everything else. As before said, tho idea is of comparatively minor im- 
portance. It cannot long sustain itself, or bind together a company of 
men in fraternal union. And were it not for the capital which some de- 
signing men hope to make out of it, against Bible Christianity, it would 
not be doemod worthy of any effort to propagate it, and would hardly be 
allowed a place in the ivorld of theoretical or speculative thought. 

It is not my purpose to entec into the question of spirit laanifestation, 
to inquire after the fact, whether spirits can or cannot hold sensible inter- 
course with men ; but to lay down certain fundamental principles which 
should guide us in all moral and religious inquiries, and by which we may 
determine tho character, for truthfulnesb and reliability, of all this super- 
natural instructions, communicated through mediums. The claim of Spirit- 
ism, upon public belief and conSdance, rests wholly upon certain phenom- 
ena, such as raps, the moving of tables and other furniture, bodily 
contortions, and the disclosure of the seorcta of personal hiitory whiih 
Lave, been for years, looked up in the secret recesses of the individual heart , 
Some of these phenomena are, without doubt, impostures, the merest jug- 
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yletias. Some of ibem may be rea!. How maoli is falaa anil how muoli 
true, it is difBcuU now to say." Soma things, reported by men of undoubted 
integrity, are truly marvellous. It is difficult to explain them, upon any 
principles of raontal or physical sciance, now fully known and establiahed. 
But as faots, they will form the basis of new and more extended inquiry, 
and may open up to future obsarvsra, wide-spread fields of scientific truth ; 
anii demonstato the esisteace of powers, in the human soul, which have 
teen apparently latent, from the creation of man until the present day. 

The discovery of a now fact or class of facts does not hurry the patient 
a nd candid philosopher into a paroxism of curiosity, and precipitate him 
to an immediate explanation of what requires long and profound exami- 
uation. H^ its not asliamed to profess bis ignorance, aad steadily and 
tiawaariedly proaeeute his inquiries for a series of y ears, ,111 akiug and repeat- 
iug his oxparimauts under every variety of modifying inOuence and cir- 
curaataaco. He is satisfied with a slow progress ; paying more attention 
ti> tlia solidity til an to tlie oalei'ity of hia iuqiiiriaa, baing always amply 
repaid with the oonaciousaesa that the ground under his feet is firm and 
unyielding, and that every step in advance is grouuded in a damonstcateii 
certainty. 

But this is, by no means, a characteristic of raanliind generally. It is 
liot trao, as Mr, Hume insists, that " experienoc ia the ground of credit 
"ss give to human testimony," Hen are naturally credulous and super- 
stitious. They seelc the miirvellous and Hupernatural with insatiable 
lif.xiety, aud overwhelmed with 1, stupid awe, by supposed tnanifesta- 
tions of supernal power, and they eagerly accept any proffered explanation 
of the wonderful,, however ridiculous or absurd, j 

To the superstitious savages, an eclipse of the moon was a presage of 
coming vengeaoco from their incensed gods, for neglecting Columbus and 
his needy and helpless crew. To terror- strict en millions of the present 
day, the appearance of a comet is the vengeful sword of the Almighty, and 
jt sure precursor oi war, plague, famine, or some dire calamity, hy which 
tha land is to be desolated, and thousands of its inhabitants swept to de- 
struction. In those shooting meteors which blaze through the atmosphere 
multitudes see stars falling from heaven, " as a figtree oasteth her untimely 
figs, when sha&en of a mighty wind," and listen in terror for tha fiist 
blast of that trumpet which shall summon all the dead and the living to 
the final judgment scene. 

-In those luminous jjicsphoric exhalations which somelimes float over 
grave-yards, and ia low swampy districts, many see ghosts walking abroad 
to ke«p watch, firer tba restipg place of the departed, or to reveal t^ 
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srimes of EQen, and to TTflrn the Sieediess of a eoming- dooto. WheMVei' 
any new wonder ariecss nbich is calculated to straken pablia caiiosiCyi «r 
excite men's superBtition, qnacta and empirics saiza told of it, and peram- 
bulate the country, delivering lectures in every town, hamlet and country 
school house, wlieia they can gain access, performing feats of legerdema-.ii 
and pouring their crude and UEdigested speculations into the minds of over, 
credulous multitudes. For the time, they rise out of merited otiscuiitT and 
contempt, and pass with the wondering masses as prodigies ot Tisdom ind 
Jeatning — as tho highest and brightest examilea of gen us They to im 
raensB injury to the principles aod souls of men and thea when the vive 
subsides, upon whose crest they have been rid i ^ into hatei 1 \ rominejiCd 
they sink into oblivioa, and their base memor als peiish -vith them Ihe 
senseless chatterings of these opes, disgust the hoQest and tnou^htfnl mve 
tigator of (ruth, and, sick at heart, he turns away fcom uol specmans of 
folly and insolence, to await tha disappearance of tiie moke aioi .Jid 
doBt, wiiioh these BJuister partizanaliaTsiaisail. But when all again is olenr 
he will return with his oiuoible of analitical thought, and by the resolving 
dres of a lucid logic, he will try snch/acis as remain— subjeoticg them to 
snoh testa as wiil reveal their reai iiatare and (!eteet their true causes. 

Whether the present phenomena — asoiibed to Spirits — eaa be prop- 
erly thus accounted for or not, I am not able to say: Nor do 1 thinfe it 
can be so clearly ascertained, as to satisfy any impartiar inquiiet after 
truth, until the patrouage and defaqse of the subject shall pass into other 
hands. The cause of truth always suffers, when its first faint rays of dawn- 
ing light are seized and wholly absorved in sectarian theories and dogmas. 
This investigation is now conducted by the forces, and its pretended dis- 
soveties all appropriated, to promote tho interests and sway of a heartless 
sectarianism. It is mainly directed and controlled by the most inveterate 
dad unscrupulous class of sectaries in the world. Men who, while they 
make the highest, the strongest and the loudest pretensions to liberality, are 
'he most narrow-minded, bigoted, illibeial and severely prosoriptive secta- 
un propagandists that ever cursed humanity. This sect, through the 
phenomena thej ot'ginatdby means of Spiritism, aie manufacturing the 
■'vdancc wh ch js to sustain thoir tsm, and thrusting it upon the world, as 
"tjBolute t^kth, and beyond the reich ot lational doubt or question, and 
that too with an eflionteryand assuianeo more wonderful than any oi 
the wonders they prtclaim Hence the aniums of ev ery book printed, of 
o?ery leotu-e dehvered, o.' every disputation maiataJned, is to show that 
Christianity, as a whole, or in some of its essential featares and fumla- 
JEental doctrines, is untrue and unworthy of confidence. 
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'Iliis saot is ns old as Ciiristianity itaelf. The Lord Jesus said of it ia 
Liaday^-" Me it hateth baeause I testify of it, that the works tliereof ara 
bvil." A spiiitual and vital Christianitj has always been opposed by tha 
same inveterate sect, under different guises, but for the same reason. It 
crucified the Soa of God, and has persecuted these actuated by liis Sp lit 
ia all ages. It would even silence God's oracles, invert his eternal order 
of law and righteousness, and, if possible, pluck him from his throne of 
universal domioion ; and al! because he testifies of it, " that the worlis 
thereof are evi'." 

Such inveterate and unscrupulous sectarianism, while it detarmiue& tC' 
bond everything to such a purpose, is incapable of prosecuting an impar>. 
tial investigation. Its examinations are all exi>arte, and its conclusions 
interested and unsafe. Let it mate what it can cf its spirits and ]^han- 
toms. By and by, when it can do no more agaiust Christ and his cause '., 
when its trickery and legerdemain have been fully exposed and become 
known, and the simple naked facts which have been evolved, stand forth 
distinct and clear, before the world, true science, which is always im- 
partial, humble and modest, will assign thcni their proper character and 
cause. It may be nat 1 t m y b t 1 W h 11 ae. 

But for the purpos h j t m t t w d t the spirituii 

cause of the phenome q I wkfqybyno tnean^ 

done. There have b hhtjlhp p m ifestatioiit 

quite as strange and iflash hh wsstdto oocuT;, 

aot withstanding the t 1 m f ml t th latter dav 

glory." And Ihey a q t II te t I f I f t a^ firm n 

belief in well authen tlhty th t tlttm y of con- 

tern pot ary witnesses; 

The modes of spirit manifestation were vaiioas in the earlier ages of the 
world. There was an agency exerted, through the consoiousness of aoul ; 
there was the agency of angels or supernatural messengers ; and there 
were also the feats of mediums, similar to those of the present day, By 
the first method " Abel obtained a witness that he was righteous ', God 
tfotifying of his gifls." By it Enoch was made to know that " he pleased 
God." By it, for anything that appears in the record, Noah was warned 
of coming danger, and ijirected not only to build an Aik,but how to build 
it, and what to do, to preserve animal life in the world. The Patriarchs, 
no doubt, were strengthened in this way. The prophets were inspired in 
this way ; and in this way, we believe, it is the blessed privilege of every 
one who trusts wholly, ia the Atoning merit of the Lord Jesua Christ, to 
know that ha is accepted of Goii,.and adopted as a child of the Most High. 
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"The Spirit itself," that is, the Holy Ghost, " baareth witness with ou; 
spirit, that we are tlie oliildrea of Go3. " 

Acgelio messengars wara sent to Abraham, Lot, Jacob, Moaes, Joshua 
and others. They appeared ia the forra of man, and (rota this appear" 
Hace, ace Bometimes called meu. They gave their message iu direct or?" 
commmiications, as man talks to or eommunioates with man ; the recipienL 
being in a natural state — in the full possession of hia cooaoiousness and oi 
allliis natural endowmeiita and powers. A miracle viaa wrought, wheth.i 
in his po'ivprs of vision, or ia giving the Acgelio visitant olor, so as to 
make immatarjal spirit visibleto materials organs of sense, it is not withit- 
my province now to say. 

But there were also ^)ir;t manifestations, throagh medium^ as at thic 
day. The first example is the most strange and wondorful instance on 
record. It has no equal, even among tho startling wonders of ihia won- 
derfully advanced age. The spidt, from want of a better subject — for 
there were few wlUiDg BubJ9ots, in tiiose days — entranced a snake, and 
through that " trance speaker," held the fatal parley with the unfortunate 
Eve. She first heard a " trance medium," and demonatratad, in her sad 
Gsperienca, taat it is not the safest or surest way to obtain a knowledge of 
the things of God. 

In the statutes whicb God gave the Jewish theocracy, wa End these 
enactments, " Thou shalt not suffer a witch to lj>e." " Regard not them 
that have familiar spirits ; neither aeak after wizards, to bo defiled by 
them," God did not regard them as very pure ia those days. Now, 
what is a witch ? Webster says, amoo^ other things, " a witch is a wo- 
man who, by compact with the devil, prautises sorcery or enchantment." 
" Sorcery," he tells u?.; •' ia divination by tho assistance, or suppoeed 
assistance, of evil spirits, or the power of command'mt/ the spiriisj' "En- 
chantment," he defines as " the art of producing certain wonderful effect-, 
by the invocation of demons, or the agency of certain supposed spirits, 
the use of magle arts, spells or charms.'' A witch is, therefote, in the 
modern form of expression, a spirit medium. Their facilities of fantastic- 
travelling through the air, and a thousand other superstitious notiona con- 
eerniug them, are demonstrated, in more modem experience, to be only 
the wild picturinga of fevatish fancies and guilt- stricken imaginations. 

SoBse learned men suppose that those described as having " familiar 
spirits," were nothing other than what moderns call " spirit mediums." 
They had one or mora spirits, always attending them, with whom they 
wera familiar and in constant communion ; that the heathen oracles were 
ttQder such demoniaoal indudiic«3. Whatlier this is true, it ia not in th« 
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line of my argument now to inquire. I freely yield all the advantage 
wLich this opinion may give. 

The case of the woman, coiamonly called the witch of Eodor, is an ex- 
i\i»ple, showing some points of resemblance between the anoient and mod- 
era performers of spirit wonders, and is offered, I am told, in this latitudes 
in proof of the power of mediums over departed human spirits. She is 
said, in the scrijitures, to hive hid i familiar spirit, and was one of those 
•vhom Gol hid foihiJden his people to consult, oi to h-ne my thing to dt 
'Vith, tor fell of defiloment &lie i^himed to hold mloieouisQ with de- 
parted human epuits — to havo the absolute commind ol all of tliem 
hough they numbered mdlions Foi, hie in cb^equious silesman in " 
/inety stoit, ahe demanded of &aul, whit mil jouba^e, sii ' "Whom 
shall I bring up uato thee ?" 

Saul demanded the spirit of Samuel, and Samuel came. But evidenlly 
■ the disappointment and terror of the medium ; for sho cried out with 
lear, and declared, ia desoribiag ilia advsince guard of Samuel's escort, " 1 
.saw goda ascending out of the earth." Or, as the Chaldee version, as 
quoted by Dr. A. C.'ark, has it, " I see an angel of the Lord asoending 
from the earth." This was not her familiar, but a airangei- — one before 
■v-zhose power and glory she qnailed in the greatest consternation. After- 
".varda she ssid, " An old man Cometh up, covered with a manlle." lu 
diis second apparition, Saul recognized the person whose presence he de-. 
dred. Bat Samuel complained of the thing as nnusuah Not of the me- 
dium ; for her incantations and arts of sorcery had not reached him in 
his high abode. Sho had evidently exercised no power or influence in the 
matter. Her familiar, like those of the prophets of Baal, had fled away or 
stood terror bound in the presence of superior power. But he complains 
of Saul. "Why hast thou disquieted me ?" Saul, and not the medium, 
disquieted Samuel, The whole account indicates a greater surprise and 
terror in the medium than in any one else ; and the rational probabilities 
are, that she had as little efficient agency in it, as any one present, 

Saul's oup was now full. He had given himself over wholly to disobe- 
dienoe and rebellion, aod the Almighty actually sent Samuel, under an 
angelio escort, to declare to him his certain and speedy doom. In this 
last act of deliberate disobedience— of dishonoring that God who had ex- 
alted him to the throne, and protected him amid the dangers incident to it, 
his wickedness reached its culmination, and his terrible retribution drew 
nigh. 

Should any one fail to perceive the point of Saul's offending, and, (he 
particular turpitude of his sin, in this act, lei me remind him that God 
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bad explicitly aud empliatioally forbidden tliis very thing. Ha Iiad Eaid, 
"There shall cot be found among you any one that maketh his son or his 
daughter pass through tha fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of 
limas, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consuUer of familiar 
spirits, or a wizard, or a neoroniaacor. For all that do these things aie 
an abomination to the Lord," It is a fearful thing to naglact or disobey 
the commands of the Almighty God. Thia act of Saul is elsewhere given 
as one of the causes of Lis destruction. " So 8aul died, for his trans- 
gression whioli he comniitled against the Lord, even against the word of 
tha Lord ; which ho kopt not, aad also for asking counsel of one that had 
a familiar spirit, to enquire of it ; and enquired not of the Lord ; tliera- 
foiohe Blew him, and turned the liingdoai unto David, the son of Jesse," 

Manassoh, the successor of Hezakiah, and the fifteenth king; of Judah, 
appears to have been himself a medium. Among other crimes laid to his 
charge, it is said "he used onchantmant and doalt with familiar spirits 
and ■wizards." That " he did that wliiali was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, after the abominations of the heathen, which the Lord cast out be- 
fore the children of Israel ;" and that " he wrought much wickedness in 
tha sight of the Lord, to provoke liim 'o anger." By the authority of the 
Author of tlie Bible, his spintism is placed iu the same category with the 
other outrageous crimes which Manasseh bad perpetrated, and we arti 
thus taught that God regarded it, as posEessing the same oharacler with 
them. 

Simon Magus was a mediam at Samaria, in the times of the Apostles ; 
and Petor's opinion of him, even after his professed conversion to Chris- 
tianity, was, thdt he was "in the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of 
iniquity." That he had " no part nor lot" in Christianity. But through 
repentance and faith, he might find salvation. And so, thank Gtod, may 
even mediums, of the present day. 

Elymus, otherwise called Bar-Jesus, appears to have been a medium in 
the Island of Cyprus. He was not a believer in Christianity, He with- 
stood Paul and Barnabas, and souglit to prevent the Deputy of the Island, 
Sergius Paulns, from becoming a Christian. Paul's opinion of him is 
[bus strongly and emphatically expressed, in the form of a direct address, 
to him personally, " full of all subtilty, and all mahce, thou child of tha 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
light ways of the Lord V Certainly not a very high commendation for 
a religious instructor and guide. 

Another medium, mentioned intheS'ew Testament, is a certain damsel 
al Fhillippi, in Macedonia, whose spirit commUDicalions were a source of 
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great pecuniary gains to ber masters. Hec power as a medium was de- 
stroyed by Paul, ia the name oE tlia Lord Jesus. True, slie testified to th © 
trathof Chriatianity; but Paul, like the Savior, when tha devils proclaimed 
hia divine character, was not particularly gratified with the testimony. — 
There was that iu it which would rationally raisa a suspicion iu the minds 
of the puro, and deter them from embracing it. This act of Paul gave 
great ofi'cnce to the mareenary masters of tlia damsel. It occasioned the 
Apostles to be inhumanly beatau,and thrust into prison. But it resulted iu 
the conversion of the jailor and his family — in the effectual Iiumbliug of &. 
corrupt and reckless raagistraoy, and in the permanent establishment of fi 
Christian Church at Phillippi. Verily, " The Lord reigneth; let the earth 
rejoice I" 

There ia also mention made of a personal collision between mediums in 
tUosedays. The seven sons of one Seeva, a Jewish priest, living atEphe.. 
BUB — all mediums, undertook Co dispossess inollier medium of bis guardian 
spirit, in the name of Jesus, whom Piul srcched. But the spirili 
refused to recognize their authority, and nd guant at their officious intei;- 
medliiig with hia affdirs, stimulated h s med um iqJ "ba leaped upoE 
tham, overoarae them, and prevailed a_^ ust them so that they iled out oi 
tbe bouse naked and wounded," 

Deceiving spirits are matters of prophetic revelation. They have been 
abroad, in all ages, from the days of Evo, to those of Paul; and if we may 
credit the legends of tradition, from the days of Paul, until the present 
time. Tliose which have been foretold, may now be here, and while we, 
all unsuspicious, lured from our watcli, by the ridicule of the old infi- 
delity, are laughing at, and ridiculing, the idea of their presence and wo rk> 
they may be aococaplishing their dark mission ia our midst, and among our 
dearest friends. 

God has declared, for our warning and admonition, "Take head that no 
m^li decen e you, for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ, 
aad Shall deceive many." "There shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets " " Of your own solves," says Paul to the Elders of the Ephe- 
sian Church, "ahdl men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them." To Timothy, he says, "The spirit speaketh expressly, 
that m the latter times, some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 

eeducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy." 

Peter dacJares, " There were false prophets also among the people, even 
SB there shall be falsa teaehera also among you, who privily bring in damn- 
^la heresies, oven denying the Lord that bought them." St, John says, 
" Many decievera are entered into the world, who oonfaas not that JesKs 
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19 come in the fieeh. Thia is a deceiver and an Anli-Christ." 

Being thns warned of the coming, and work of deceivers, it ii cleariy 
right, proper, and our duty to try tUeni; and especially, as they coma ia an 
invisible form, and under the mysterious and awe-inspiring character of 
messengers from the spirit world. We cannot aae Ihem, wilh our natural 
organs of vision, ^^e cannot identify them, and if we could see them„ 
■we learn that satan may be transformed into an angel of light, and may he 
aot assume such a form as to deceive us, in a matter of personal identity, 
■)£ he would in a revelation I It is said, "the spirits tell us who they are." 
But how do WQ know that thay tell us truly ? Wliat rational ground o£ 
(jonfideuoe have we in any thing thay may say ? If they may deceive as 
in great things, and if it is necessary to try them, in order to secure our- 
selves against such deception, may they not also deceive us in the question 
of personal identity and name, and will they not be likely to do it, especially 
if their main design will be furthered thereby ? If they kavo deceived in 
Older to ruin men, in the past history of the world, what evidence have 
we that they have lost any of their malignity, or hellish hate; Are they 
not capable of deceivmg us with the same cruel and fiendish design ? 

fjike many spirits that are etobodied, they delight to deceive, and glory 
in the ruin they are working. Look at the dens of drunkenness and their pat- 
rons with which our land abounds. Look at our gamhhng hells, andthose 
jniserable haunts of lieentiousnaas, into which the auu blushes to look, — 
Those ulcers in society, whore putri faction, ruin and death, are generated at 
such a tearful rate, and whose victims are falling so rapidly into a grave of 
infamy and into a hell of torment. 

How are the euppliaa to these kept up ? Certainly not by their own in- 
herent beauty or attractive lovliness ; but by their agents and runcersi — 
Creatures who walk forth in the clothing of men and women, professing' 
of course, a profound respect for virtae and purity ; but utterly averse to 
any and everything that will either promote or protect them. They d eay 
the essential character of vice, and make it consist wholly and entirely in 
the excessiva use of thoso things which God has commanded us to " touch 
not, taste not, and handle not.'' They ridicule the warnings of religion, and 
the entreaties of the banevolent and pious ; invite the youth to forbidden in- 
dulgences ; are tireless in their seducing efforts, until the black serpent ol' 
vicious habit has entwined itself around their unsuspecting victim, when 
they forsake him, and look upon his fearful contortions and striigglsB, with 
the same gratification that the devii does upon a damned soul, as it Ojit^n 
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its dark abode, and the terrible realities which it has so often ridiculed and 
despised, baoome awful verities, among which it must writhe in agony for- 
ever. Their delight increases, as his efforts, from exhaustian aud discear-' 
sgement, become febler and fainter, and they Baeni_oaly satisfied whea the 
black pail of despair overspreads him eutiroly, and he yields himself wholly 
to a speedy and inevitahle destruction. 

If spirits in the body are so base, msj wa not rationally expect, that ai 
least some of thoas oat of the body are no better ? Hence we should 
try them, as a matter of prudence and protection to ourselves, and as a, 
matter of duty to our friends, who are in danger of being led away by 
them. Another circumstance which should awaken suspicion, and lead 
us to try them thoroughly, before we trust any great interest to their rev- 
elations, is their wanton and persistant attacks upon ministers and good 
men — men known and tried — who stand as pillars and supports of all vir- 
tue and real progress in society. 

That there are b^d men in the ministry, and hypooritee in the church, 
IE no doubt true. 80 are there thieves, murderers and robbers, in sooiety. 
Bat the existence of the latter does not prove that stealing, robbing aad 
murderJDg, are a. general characteristic of society, or cordially approved by 
3 majority of its members. No more does the existence of the former 
prove that there are in the chureh, and in the minlstcy, none of that virtue 
and purity which hypocrites have so basely counterfeited. 

But is there any class of men so severely attacked, so bitterly denounced, 
and 80 vifldictively pursued by these spirits, as ministers and leading men 
of (he church. According to spirit teaching, put forth by what I sup- 
pose to be high authority, * the very best men, belong tu these classes, 
enter the spirit world, in the lowest sphere — balow drunkards, harlots and 
the foulest and basest-classes in human society, if they are only believers 
in Spiritism. And all because they insisted, in. their preaching, that " the 
wages of Bin is death " — a tvuth which &od, the Creator and n^oral Gov - 
eraor of the world, has wrought into the essential natara of man, and 
written, in letters of blood, on, every page of the worlds history. 

Now go among thieves, harlots, gamblers, murderers, apd the very worst 
otiminals that disgrace our race, and yen will hear the same kind of de- 
nuticialioD, against the same classes of generous, self-saurificing men, and 
for the same leasons. This coincidence ia remarkable, and should awaken 

* Judge Idpiunds am} Dr. Deiter. 
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siBpioioii. it should lead U3 at least, to " try the apirita wuetlier iuey ba 
of- Go4" 

Wa ahould ooma to this trial with an unprejudiced mind. Kot aslcing 
■what will follow, if thia or thai ba true— what iadulgence or license will 
be given, or what restraints -will be impoaed. But what ia truth ? What 
the real destiny, God,the Almighty Creator hasordaiuedj and what change- 
Jess realities await us, in the future, when the currents of time shall have 
borne us beyond the limits of the presont life ? 

But what shall bo our standard of trial ? The spirits furnish us no relia- 
ble criterion. The most they claim to do, is to convince us of their, spirit- 
ual character, without giving us any vouchers whatever, by which we can 
learn their moral .character. Are they pure or corrupt — elevated cr de- 
praved — honest or base ? As before said, their denunoiationa of good 
men and their apparent sympathy with the bad, creates a rational pre- 
sumptioa agaiast tliem. "Buttbay are tke spirits of those we have known 

3ig[Q our friends and relatives who have departed this life,' ' it ia replied 

This is most emphatioally denied. It will be considered hereafter. 

Now by wbat safe and reliable standard shall- wo try them '. If thegrc„ 
oer or the druggist would try his scales, the farmer his measures, or the 
BUTVCyor his ohaia ; they must each appealto some standard, universally 
acknowledged to be correct, by which to try his implement, aad with 
which to make it agree. 

But what shall the be standard by which to try the spirits? What the 
lialancea in which we are to weigh them ? What the invariable rule by 
which we are to measure them ?' 

With a rational mind, it ia not enough to know thst spirits have made 
snob and such statements. But it ia the truth of the statement, we wish to 
canvass, whoever was its author. Have the spirits lied, or arc their,, 
revelations reliable, and worthy of our trust and con^deoci ,^ It is ad- 
mitted that apirits sometimes he, but what evidence have we that they 
wtff toll the truth/ "But they somatimaa tell ua w.hat we know to bo 
" true." Valuable information, certainly ! Ee who would deceive you, in 
Older to your injury, would show himself to be nearly an absolute fool, if he 
were to betray his real character by lying to you concerning those things 
of which he knew you already had a perfect kaowledge. He would thas 
reveal his real character and defeat the very objeola he had in view. 

Bat let reason, it ia said, determine whether their revelations are true 
« false. But what has reaaou to do with the sul^ect matter of a revela* 
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Won, on the qneidoa nbethet it bs tttie or false ? What is reasoa, ami 
vihai its pTopei provincd in all m&ttsrs claiming to be revalatioDB from the 
unseen world ? Kflason may ba regarded as a power or capability of the 
mind, and as that {>ower in esercise or actiog. Taken in the former sense 
it is a capability of the mlad to consider two or more truths or facts, and 
infer a further truth from titeir relation to and iafluenee upon each other? 
which arises from them naturally, as a plant does from a ee<i3. 

In the latter sense, it is tho act of comparing truth, and infarring what 
vjas before ualinown, from what is either well known, or supposed to be 
true. It is the act of producing truth in the mind, from seeds already 
■ihero. In order to reason in the latter senso, you must have truth to 
!;tart with. To produce truth by this procass, you must not only havo 
a soil and climate adapted to it, but you must havo the seed from which 
it is to grow. Hence, in every science, whose development depends upon 
the raasoning prooess, there are ths sseds — axioms or self-evident truths, 
vvhieh the mind perceives intuitively ; such as, tbe whole of anything is 
equal to the sum of all its parts ; things equal to the same thing, ai'e equal 
to each other; if equals are added to equals, the sums will be equal ; 
gud if equals aro subtracted from equals, the remainders will be equal. 

Ail revelations of facts which have trs-nspired in the past, or remotely 
from us, are necessarily beyond cbe sphere of reason, and within the do- 
main of faith. We cannot reason directly upon their truth or falseness at 
all ; because they come to us from a sphere beyond the range of our fenow- 
Sedge. But you ask, ia surprise, must we then receive, with unquestioning 
credulity, every tale that is told us, however puerile or absurd it may bo 9 
\ answer, no ! By no means 1 It may be false, and desiguad to deceive 
you. Though reason cannot come directly to its subjaet matter, and pass 
upon that, elie has a large range around it, to travjjrse and explore. She 
snay inquire concerning its source — where it came from — what is tha 
cbaractor of that source — his design in sending it — tha influence it is 
calculated to exert upon character and destiny — who brought it, when and 
how — the competency and reliabihty of tha messenger — tho evidence on 
which its claim to confidence is based — and the character and. competency 
of the witnesses testifying to iL 

If it is from a sourca fully entitled to our confidence — if its practical 
influence, according to tho laws of rational being, is purifying and ele- 
vating to the soul, and to society — If the witnesses are truthful — if tbetr 
capacity in every respect, commend to ua their competency — if their ascer- 
tained motives are in harmony with rectitude — in fine, if the aurroundSig 
and attending eircumataaces of its truthfulness, are such as by authority to 
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forctt conviatioD — t&en all qattiioDS of leBson are nt an end, and faith 
-1 aja hold of it, with a certainty as positive, as the knowledge gainvd be 
iotuitioDBl innight or cos scions a seh. 

There is an eaaeatial diSatunce between a diaoovery and a revelation- 
Tha former is the raaiilt of exploration. The adventurer goes forth, torotv 
in hand, carefully marking every step of hia progress, eo that coming 
gBnarstions may follow him and, peering intensely into the dart nnbnown 
around him, sees and rescues only those gems which glitter in and reflect the 
light he brings, and thus reveal their nature and their place. His patti ie 
cpen to other adventurers, and his bhqccbs invites them to osatniDe the 
region which he has invaded, in search of other gems which shall rival in 
tichneas those already discovered. Thus the boundaries of the known are 
extaoded; the wilderness invaded, explored, rescued and occupied, ant! the 
domain of truth and positive science constantly enlarged. 

But a revelation is like the glorious sun in heaven. It dispels the dark- 
neaa by its own power, and reveals existent worlds of truth which TTithout 
iU light could naver have been discovered. Its disclosures are all originaJ, 
beautiful and sublime ; but without any analogies in nature, from which we 
«ould have positively inferred them, or obtained any certain knowledge of 
their existence. Whence, then, have we our axioms, or seeds of truthj 
from which new products are to spring up, in this department cf inquiry f 
"Frooiour experience, " responds Mr. Hume, But we have no espe* 
rienca relating to the matter in question, and, from the very nature of the 
ease, we can have none until we submit to its requirements, and, by " be- 
lieving on the Son of God," obtain a "witness in ourselves." " Theu 
reject the whole as false," is the un philosophical and irrational reply. By 
Buoh a rule of procedure we must reject the principal source of all know- 
Iftdge. At one stroke we blot from the minds of man all knowledge of 
P aet history, also, all carrent history, except where we may have a personal 
experience ; all geographical knowledge, except what relates to places we 
may have visited ; and all seientifie truth, except what we have ourselvee 
personally examined and demonstrated. We at once arrest nil progresa 
among men, and cifcnmacribe ourselves within the narrow limits of our own 
experience and consciousness. 

I never saw a battle, where thousands of men are furnished with deadly 
wflspouB, and under the imperious mandates of human authority, are 
drawn up in hostile array, for the single and only purpose of killing one 
another. It is directly contrary to ir.y experience, that such a erne! event 
ahodld occur. I see men, generally sympathetic and kind, ready to Tush 
into any dangar to rescue one another from death ; appalled at the occtir- 
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teacs of any caUmlty, as tba falling of s, building;, a coaHagratii}!], a r^I- 
road disaster, or a ship wrack, what eiu burnan life is desLrojed. I aea 
governmenta making dilircent inquest into tba ciuaaa of raystarioua deatbs . 
punishing murdorers witb the severest penalties, and eager to adopt meas- 
urea which will afford greater security to tba persons and lives of men. Is 
it cot absolutely incredible, then, taking my own experienca as my stand- 
ard of jiudgment, that there avar has been or can ba a battle, ov the terrible 
, carnage of tba battle field. 

You all remember ^he well-atteated incident of the iooredulous old bea- 
then obief, when dismissed tbe British ambassadors, as misarablo liara, 
utterly unworthy of any conSdenoe, bacauso ibey told him, that in theii" 
country water sometimes bocama so bard, that men and even horses could 
walk upon it without sinking. Snob a thing was contrary to his espe. 
riance, a id, from the nature of things, so fiir as bis knowledge want, was 
impossible. He never suspected the iLaporfeetioa of his esparience, or tbe 
■limited range of his knowledge, and that what was told him might ba 
true, though be never saw it nor anything like it. 

Because a thing is marvollous to me, is no reason why it may not bo 
true, and very simple and common to another. Its truthfulness does not 
depend upon mj exparieuoe, but upon the character of the avidenca whioh 
sustains it. The marvaliouaaess, however, of anything is no evidence of 
its truth. A spirit may coma to ma to impart information. He may tell 
luo what bis condition has baen, is now, or is to be hereafter. But what 
evidence have I that be does not lis in every particular of his information ? 
The simple fact that he is a spirit, if that be conceded, and claims io possess 
the mesas of knowing what he reveals, is not suffidant grounds for believ- 
ipff him, while I am in uttar ignorance of his character, and do not know 
whether M is an angel or a devil — a friend or an enemy ; and espacislly 
where my eternal interests are ooncarnad in bia statements. Who is he.^ 
Truthful or a liar ? Trusty or unworthy of confidence ? An angel or a 
daroon ? A frisud wbo would save, or an enemy who would damn ma •'' 
How shall we know .^ 

I confess I know of no aafe or reliable staudard but tba Bible; that 
great Spirit Kevelation which tba Omniscient Governor of the universa 
has graciously given to man ; that great auu which the Almighty has fixed 
in the moral heavens, whose pure light streams down through the darkness 
and chaos of the past, spreads abroad in such rich and glorious splendor 
alt around us, and enables us to look out with confidence and hope upon 
the otherwise dark and fearful ocean of eternity. But hOw shall we try 
Hih standard? How know that it is fully reliable and true.s Spiriti»tsi 
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tOi this plaoa at least, certaialy ought not io ask this question.' ^e reaaea 
I will presently notice. Btit I answer the question, now by saying, it hat 
been tried, thorouglily, savately triad. The puerile raga of demons Lai 
been for ngos directed ng^insb it, but in vain. It has stood firmer thai 
the rooty ahoca to the ocean's surge. The fierce assaults of men hare 
recoiled upon themselves; thoy havo fallen under the reflaic influenoe ef 
Uieir own malice, and ignomiaiously disappeared. The charge has been 
renewed again and again, but with no better success than before. Stillp 
this glorious monument of the Divine goodness stands firmer, if posaibie* 
ihan ever before; and millions are multiplying rapidly who can tastifj, 
from a blessed personal experience, to its divino truth and eseellenco. 

The heavy ordnance of infidelity occasionally thunder at it, and for ft 
Hioraent make earth tremble all arouud ; but soori sink out of eight in fhs 
sjuagmires, on which they were planted for the attack. luautnerable imi- 
tators of infarior calibre, from the toy gun of the nursery to the swivel of 
the privateor, eagerly fire away, fancying they are doing fearful execution. 
But thair tumult soon caasas, and its echoes are hashed iu the stillness ©f 
death, while the solid and impregnable fortress of Divine truth stili stands 
in all its grandeur and glory, its foundations reposing upon the rock of 
ages, its highls rising into the cloudless heavens of God. 

Should tha noble lion, whose angry voice awakana the greatest conster- 
nation among the dsniaens of the forest, and the aGnoying, impudent honaa 
cur, both direct their fury against the orb of day, the results, respectively, 
would ha the same. The sua, iu the prescribed sphere where God has 
filaced him, in the sublime majesty of his movements, would still roll ob 
serenely aad beautifully, chiming in endless circles with the harmonies of 
the universe. 

" Light has come into the world ;" but if men will not ba enlightened 
by it, thank God, they cannot extinguish or destroy it. The glorious 
light of heaven shines for the illumination of all. But man may rofusa to 
BflB it. They may put out their ejes or crawl away into dena and cavea 
and holes, nmong owls, bats and scorpions and grovel and grope, prone as 
the serpent, among slime and filth, and then, truthfully enough, complain 
that all is thick darkness around them. But who would believe that tha 
sun did not shine simply because they did not sae it? 

If men will enjoy the light, they must come to it, and consent to be- 
hold it. Tbe Bible olFers pbenomena in its miracles «f knowledge, in it* 
miracles of works, and iu Its miracles'of experience, which fully proolaim 
il to be from God. li any msn will submit to ite lequiremeiitB, he tbaU 
^^w,of its teachings that thaj Bfa Divint. 
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But SptritiBini as I intimated nbovs, englit sot to object to leiDg tried 
bf this itaudard. !t ought not to rdse the question of Sciiptuial autho- 
ntyoT.iuapiiation; foritckimB to be the only legitimate growth nhiab 
^ Jkas Bpiung out of this seed. It aesumes to be ■ higher, fuller end puree 
deTfllopnieEt of Christianity-- the very effulgence of millenial glory. Mof- 
mmiism makes the Eume claim. Iho qaeaUon of their rights, respectiTaly> 
to tbia bonor, they must settle between themselves. I incline toward nei- 
tfaeri and most emphatically deny that either has any juat claims whateTCC 
to the purity and excellence of the Christian, religion. 

But, according . to their claim, the^ cannot discredit nor modify their 
original source. 7bey cannot make a Bible— make us believe it is tha 
identical one which 6od gave to us, and then claim chat they are the 
legitimate products of a bible which they made, after arriving at full matu- 
rity. To discredit their origin, is to discredit thamselvcs, and to diaeredit 
whatever of special honor they may pretend to derive from that origin. 

If Spiritism is, indeed, an outgrowth of Christianity, na Christianity wae 
»f Judaism — an advance Etep in the development of the kingdom of God 
amoDg men — it oaunot certainly object to be tried b;r the Scripturee as a 
AtaDdsrd of ultimate authority, in referense to its characlet and teachings. 
It must recognize fhem aa of at least equal authority, fundamentally, with 
itself. Christ said, " Soarch the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye hav* 
tternnl life; and they are they which testify of me." Paul reasoned out 
af the Scriptures, " Opening and alleging that Christ roust needs have suf. 
fared, and lison from the dead ; and that this Jesus whom I preach unto 
you in Christ." Those of Eerea are called "noble," because they "learchad 
the Scriptarea daily, whether these things were so." 

But if this pretension to millenial honors is all mere clap-trap — a gar- 
ment of light, borrowed to conceal at inherent deformity andugliness, for 
pnrpotes of deception only — it is no more than might rationally be ex- 
jp«cted, (bat it will Bhrink back from a searching examination in the clear 
light ot God's truth. But in doing so, it must throw off its disguise, take 
its true position, and be known in its true character, a cowardly, assassin 
infidelity, that would roh us of our Savior, deprive ns of our peace and 
joy, murder our hopes, and sensualize our future glorious heaven, only to 
eilenoa tbe remonstrances of its own consoianoe, and secure a license to the 
lowest sensuality and vice. It assumed the guise of friendship, only that 
it might find an opportunity to beguile and destroy. 

I hate deception. I loathe dishonesty and fraud. Let men show upon 
their frontlets tbeir true character. Let Iheiii stand forth boldly, and avow 
their real principles, tbatnoouemay be deceieed bjthem, that all mej 
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haT« Ml bnowladga of t&dm, tsi trsat tUsm. Moordlnj ho their ltK« 

Do the pretended spirit rerelstioai then harmoniza with the Bible, the 
onlf ozplanation of the ten thousand centradiotioni within nd Kronod vt, 
and the only autboritatire source of knowledge from the spiritual world f 

" When they Bhall eay unto you, eeek unto them that have familiai 
ipiiite, and uato wizards that peep and mutter, should oot a people seek 
xnto their Ood.^ Why should ye seek uuto the dead 4K)noetmDg the 
lifing t* To the law and to the testimonj. If they apeak not aooording' 
tft this word, it is beoausQ there isnolightin tiiem." — Isa.7iii., 19— 20. 

* 889 Or. A. Glwka est *? plaw; 
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MODEEN SPIRIT EEVELATIONS 

TEIED BY THE STAHDAm 



*' Other fonudation can no man lay than that ia laid, wliicb is Christ Jesus."— 



Iq the close of the praeedicg discourse, I occupied your allention wilh 
tha quaatiou, whether the toaohiugs of pretended spirits harmonize with 
those of the Bible, ia dootrina, in the alleged facts which ihey reveal 
respecting the spirit world, and iu the requirements which they impose i 
If they do , in what light shall we regard them ? Are they the expansion of 
a germ found in the Bible, a fuller development of certain topics wbieh 
were left obscure and difSoult to be understood by the inspired writers ? 
Do ttey add to the Bible teachings upon siny subject,^ Do they tske 
from or repeal any of its sacred injunctions ? Or are they merely spirit 
expositions of the Scripture text ! In either ease, do they speak to us by 
any authority ? If so, whence do Ihey derive their authority .^ 

IF we concede the one idea of Spiritism, what have w^3 then in its appli- 
cation to the question me are consideiing? Simply this, and nothing 
more. Thai beings, in a certain sUte of osistence, that js, ia an etherial 
spiritual state, hold communion with the same class of beings in another, 
that is, an embodied slate, through their material organs. Now, in point of 
essential excellence, why is the former slate of life, in any particular, supe- 
rior to tlie latter ? And why should I receive the expositions or revela- 
tions of the one in preference to those of the other ! If it be answered, 
because of their superior knowledge of rational iatalligeneiea in a disem- 
bodied state. I answer — that, of course, depends upon the individua!, 
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beings ihemtelveB ; vlio they ara. For, irhila we ere free to admit of loma 
that they are our superiors in knowledge, we are uawilling to admit this 
of all. When it is said, tlierefove, that they know more than ws do, we 
VKf naturaliy inquire, who ! What particular individuals or persons ! 
If it be rgplisd, the opportunities of spiiits to acquire a knowledge of oer- 
fain thinga are superior to ours, I ask what things ! The faots connectad 
with the disembodied state, it ia replied. But this, by no means, com- 
prises ail the teachings of the aaored record. 

The Bible inslruction embraces dootriiies, or the priuoiples and laws of 
the Divine government amoDg men. and the procedures of the Divine 
administrations, under the different circumstances and conditions of his 
creatures. IE coniaini;, also, a system of precepts, or rules, for the govern- 
meat of our personal volitioue and actions. Kow, though it may be true 
of the spiritual state of being, that its opportunities for a knowledge of 
the spirit world are superior to ours, it is very far from being earfain, or 
ayen probable, that tlia knowledga wliicli spirits poseoaa of the principles 
and precepts of the Divine government among men, is, in any respect, 
superior to ours. Tlio Apostle tells us of mysteries connected with the 
plan of fauman rsilemption, wliich the angels do not understand, " but de- 
sire to look into." How, then, are disembodied spirits any bettor qualified 
to unfold the laws and administration of God, or to pronounce authorita- 
tive judgments, ia matters of faith, than rational and well trained inlelli. 
gences in the present life ? Besides, as I have elsewhere said, we requite, 
in a teaehor whose instructions relate to our spiritual well-being and des- 
tiny, a higher qualification than a mere ability to tell the truth, namely, a 
fixed inianiion and purpose to do it ; and tliis must be with ua a matter 
of tiie fullest assurance. Without this, whatever hia ability, his exposi- 
tions are of no weight or authority. Wanting this, we cannot accept of 
spirits as authoritative expositors of the Divine word. 

Bat if their teachings agree with the word as far as the word goes, and 
offer us additional light, we insist upon tlieir own principles, that ia any 
sense, they are unneoosaary. To say that they are, is to say that a recep - 
tion of them, as a matlar of faith, is, to some extent indispensable, either 
to our present peace and progress, or lo our future perfection and happi- 
ness. If this be not true, of what special use are their teachings,' Why 
make any effort to defend or diffuse them ? If thfty can do no good, it itt 
worse than usaless to spendour precious time upon them. For the time thus 
wasted, might be diroclad to the most positively useful investigations. But 
if it be replied, these teachings are vitally related to man'e well-being, both 
tteia and hareaftor, both now and forever, then faith in tbem is oertainly 
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asMiBivr}', ia order to the reception of their baneGoial rasuKs. For to 
ItiiHTrhorejeats thetnai malteri of faith, aSeotiag; hii pceesat psoce, oi 
hii eterDsl weal or woe, they are of no mora adrantagB than the moit ab- 
surd and frivolous tales of romaccQ and fancy. Bat if faith ia spirit teaoh- 
ing'S is ndoessary ia order to the souVa heueSt and salvation, then is 
Spiritism fully convicted of making faith a eoaditian of salvation, and 
iaeitrioably involved, in what it charges upon Christianity, as its radical 
arior, viz-, that of making faith a oondition of any saving benefit what- 
ever, within the gift of an infinitely benevolent Creator. But if faith is 
Spiritism is neccasary, in order to enjoy its light and licenses to their full 
extent, why may not faith in the world's Bedeemer be Qeoessary upon the 
same principles, in order to the reception of (hat free pardon of sin, that 
iweat peace of soul, that blessed evidenoe of adoption, and that iaSnite 
jloty which the Saviour's precious life was so freely given to purohata, 
aud to make possible for us. Why should we lilpar any more complaiat 
or oavilhng about ChriatianiCy requiring men to believe, in order lo bO' 
Mvedand blessed. 

But the Bible, as a revelation, '* is a sufScieat rule, both of faith and 
practiec." True, there are many questions, of a speculative character, 
arising toaninc[uiringmind, in oonneotion with its teachings. To under- 
itand them fully would be extremely gratifying to every one seeking after 
knowledge. But such a knowledge of intnoats topics is not necessary 
that we may understand our duty to either God or man, nor to asaure ua 
of our immortality, and the conditions upon which the character of that 
immortality depends; whether it ia to be oue of purity and glory, or of 
guilt and shame. Besides, the spirit teachings, either as additional revela- 
tions, or as expository of existing facts, are of no rehable authority what- 
ever. They give no demonstrations of their truth, and no reasons ob 
which we can rely, drawn either Irom the nature of things, or from the 
written word ; but offer us simply, and only, a naked dogmatic asierlion, 
Thia is really of less value than an intelligent opinion of one of our follow- 
beings around us. 

But if the spirit teachings do not agree with the Divine worfl, they are 
•nlirely unsafe. For not only are they without demonstration of truth- 
fulness and authority, but they disagree with that which has been demoa- 
strated mostolearly and strongly, to be Divinely true, and of the high««t 
oonceivable authority. 

To receive them, therefore, aa of equal authority with the Bible, iuvolres 
a greater credulity than any eeeplie has ever, truthfully ohargad upon ihe 
Christian world. It is a credulity greater than any eareful jurist viU 
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1 bis legal invesligalioBS, ^here he bas the least regavd for bia 
professional reputation, or the tighls of the parties id Hligation befori 
him. It is a creiiulity that would be cnmiual in a chemist, who deals 
witli the health and lives of men in compounding and preparing his medi- 
cal substancea and remedies. It is a credulity which would ruin the 
reputation of every scientific reasoner ia the world, and destroy the con- 
fidenee of mankind in the certainty of overyihing depending upon iha 
process of liuman logic. 

In human esperiunca, men ever tend to extremes — to extremes of scep- 
tiaism and extremes of credulity. The erireme of credulity on this sub- 
ject, in men accustomed to reason and to investigate — men of great talent 
and profound learning, ia their several departments of thought, ia to me 
passing strange, and even unaccountable ; except upon the principle that 
'* (he heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." The 
heart affects llie head, and the head in turn, by its theories, Hccammo- 
I'ates the beait, giving an assurance of impunity to its queslionab.'e indul- 
ge noies. 

To receive the mere sfatemenls of a vagrant ghost, confessedly as prcne 
ilo lie, as to tell the truth, as equal in authority with the word of tlie Om- 
niscient God, which has stood the test of cenliuies, and the Bssaulls of 
some of the mightiest minds of the world ; which is confirmed by the 
strongest possible evidence, a4id can number among its supporters, Ihou- 
sauds of (he purest men, is a credulity surpassing all failh, all reason, all 
intelligence. It is destructive of all the interests of truth, and, if univar- 
sally applied, would unsettle the very foundations of all thought and 
knowledge. 

But to receive the spirit teachings as superior fo the Bible, ia to anni- 
hilate everything that ia authoritative and established in morals ; to leavs 
men free, so far as any authority is concerned, to follow their own incli- 
nations, under the advice of their ghostly counsellors, whatever bo their 
oJiaracter or their direction, with uotbin^ but the counter inclinations of 
their fellows to control them : A conditior as near like that of the brates 
33 anything conceivable. For if God pfumulgates no law to then., and 
eKSroises no authority over them, their spectral attendants being finite liks 
jhemselves, have no right to control them ; they may yield to their 
fellow-men just as far as it is for their interest to do so, or as the power 
of those fellows may oblige them to, but no farther ; for their own safety 
aod inclinations are the only restraints upon their nctionB. 
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Such a faith in spirit teaobing, destroys all tbat is firm and consoling 
ita hope; loosing the anchor which has fastened upon the Kock of eternal 
truth, and holds tho soul securel?, amid alt the storais and tempests of 
life, with a doathloss assurance that it shall enjoy final lepose and safely 
in boavOQ. If the Biblo must give place to the vagaries of spirilisra, youi 
anticipation a of future rest, aro all unwarranted fancies. Your eipecta- 
tions of purity and blessedness, founded upon the promises of jour God, 
are all without authority. Your ardent and glowing hopes of the sooietj 
of your Kedeemer, are but the sickly pinings of a diseased imagination. 
The gracious promises of your Ood, attested by so many man i testation! 
of mercj.and eo often verified in the rich exporiences of his life, laust 
give place to the vague fancies of unconscious dreamers, and your strong 
soul-supporting assurances, become as unsettled, as indefinite, and as un- 
eertain, as spirit revelations are contradictory and puerile. 

Spiciliam destroys everything inspiring in reformatory Christian do«- 
trines, and leaves man alone, or with only a powerless ghost at his Kide^ 
to battle with the strong currents of depraved appetites and passions in 
his own nature, and with the terrible poiver of Burrounding evil influ- 
«nees. It ofiers him no help ; no Holy Gliost. It gives him no asau- 
rances of success ; no pardon for liis follies and sins; no adoption into 
the family of God, from whom, his own consciousness assures liim he has 
wandered ; and no hope of deliverance from those forces of death vphieh 
ara working within him, such fearful results, and fitting him for a d«- 
atEuction more terrible hereafter. 

It heaves man from that secuTO harhor and safe mooring, which God JB 
his revelation has prepared for him, and where he has found security for 
ages, and sets him adnft upon % wild tumultuous se^, without compass 01 
chart of any reliable authority , and m the midst of darkness the most 
profound and awful The henens ibove are blackness 1 Wo star ap- 
pears to relieve the gloom, or indicate, to the 'vretdied voyager bis posi-- 
tion or his course. All around and all within him is dark, and he is being 
pilotted, possibly by some l}ing, muiderous ghost, to tie " blackness of 
darkness forever." And for what aro we called upon to surrender the po- 
, sitivo good of revehlion, and expose ourselves to ''uch awful hazard ? 
What are we to gain by it ? What great advantage is to inure lo «» t 
What vital truth is there to be reveahd, not already known and received ? 
Spiritism destroys the authority of that record which niters such fearful 
denunciations against a life of senanalily and sin, and offers, without au- 
thority, a comparative impunity, to every species of criminal volitions, 
a«id actions. It baa no burning, endless he!), and hence for those whoapa 
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iitormimd to persist in rebellion agaiust Qod, it ofEets a modified penalt/— 
m mora hopeful result. Mea do not like to Bubmit to God, and at tha Earn* ■ 
^me tbey are anxious to escape from the dire coaaaquenees of persiatent 
uebellion. Vain attempt! God the all-knowing and Almiglitp reigns, 
aad " there is no darkness, nor ahadovr of death, where ihe workers of 
iniquity can hide themselves," from hia searching eje. Whatever natu- 
ral order of Boqnenoe, he has ordained for a given antecedent, be will 
wjely bring to pass, however much men may seak to disbelieve or ignar« 
it. " God will bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it ba evil." The truth and authority of 
God will endure, though a universe of dependent worms should rise up ia 
MbelUon against him. 

But granting the pbenomana whieb are offered, to bo supernatural in 
ibaraolor, and the revelations which aooompany them, to be really from 
M)iritB — an important question arises ; one in which we are all deeply 
ittterealed. What spirits are these which bring us tidings from the land 
beyond the tomb ? There are three orders spoken of in tha Divine Se- 
«ord. Men, angela, and demons. Now, to which of these classes do 
those Gommunioating with men belong ? The allegation that they are 
disembodied human spirits, is emphatically denied. This is the principal 
^ound on which the claim to confidence, in them, is based. But this 
being questioned, the burden of proof is properly upon those who set up 
the claim and make the assertion, and it remains for them to show : 
Picat, that it is the general economy of God, that disembodied kumaa 
ipirits return to earth, and commune with men through their senses ; 
ftud seeond, that the particular spirits which occasion this phenomena, 
and make tliese revelations, are of this class, before they even ask us to 
believe them. This, we appreiiead, is no very easy task. 

But we are told that the phenomena which prove these agents to be 
spirits, prove them also to be human spiiits. We demand, bow ? This 
we have a right to demand. Why, it is replied, '^ I have bad the secrets 
of my heart disclosed to me — secrets which were locked up between me 
and my deceased friend, and never known to any other living beings." 
This certainly is too strong. How do you. or can you know what you 
hSrm ! You may indeed know that you never told them to any one; 
and may believe that your friend never did ; but you cannot Icrtov/ that 
Ite never did. But granting that he did not — the point is by no mSans 
eatablished. It i« a theory older tJian Milton, and so far as X know, uai-- 
varsally received, by oirilized and savage nations, that 
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** Uillions of ipiritual creAtnrea inik lbs tatVb, 
tfnseen both wlien we wake and when n« st4«p, 
All heart they live, all head, nil eye, all ear, 
All intellect, all sense ; and as they please 
Thoy limb themselves, and color, shape, or sIeb 
Asanme, as likes them beat, condense or raro; 
They aro of every variety of characler and moral hue : 
" Blacl; spidts and white. 
Red spirits and gray." 
A legion of theia may have been present and witnessed Ihat aeerst 
which you almost thought hidden from the eyes of Omniscience. Or 
ihey may, even now, road Ilia record ,^of it, which fai lb ful memory has 
TTiitten, upon the tahlet of the soul. It ia only man we may deceive. 
Only the eye of sense from whom we may hide our true character and 
our secret thoughts. To spirit inlalligenoes we may be fully known, ae 
we really are. To them, all may be open, plain and palpahlo. The dis- 
(ilosure of your secrets, then, while it may form a presumption that spirit 
agency is employed, is no evidence at all, that the departed spirit of yonf 
Itriand.ia noar, or has anything to do with it. 

Again, it is said, "these spirits ^ra/ess to he human spirits." But this 
profession ia certainly worllt nothing st al3, on a question of character. WhaJ 
knavo profeasea to be what La really is, when he intends to rob or defraud 
youi If you knew him, would not that knowledge protect you from hie 
wieked designs 3 If these spirits professed to ha demons, who would 
seek them, or have anything to do with them ? Would not their madj- 
ums be looked upon with the greatest horror and detestation, by th« 
thronging multitudes who are now so eagerly running after them. Why 
ware witches once such a terror to men ? and why are they now to lth« 
ignorant and supersiitions ? And may not these spirits be demons foi 
anything we i:riov) or can know to the contrary ? 

But it is said, " The mediums see them, and are thus able to identify 
them personally, in form, complexion, siza, expression of countenanc* 
«olor of eyes, hair, texture, color and style of dress," &c. This claim ap- 
pears so absurd upon its face, that it is hard'.y worth a reply. And yet 
it may be the honest opinion of many, and on that account alone, is en- 
titled to a respectful consideration. 

The medium is, by confession, in an abnormal state, and absolutely 
incapable of exercising his own faculties and judgment when he sees theM 
tilings. What confidence, then, can you rationally repose ia bis opinioos 
or alatemenls. Suppose you were put upon trial, for your life, Eoi eomc 
ijgh orima against society; and the prosecutiou wore to introduce, ai hw 
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ptinoipal witness against you, some medium~BE individual who offeradt 
to testify, that whila he was in a dreamy, uoconscious state— in a tranoa 
— find did not know anything, a thousand miles from yon, ho saw yoK 
oommit tho crime, and knew then, and knows now, tliat it was you and 
Hot another. Would you allow eucli testimony 1 Would any intelli- 
gent court in Christendom admit it ? But if one could ba fonod super- 
stitious enough to do it, what weight would an intelligent jury give 
to such absurd statements! But should you ba convicted upon eueh 
evidence, would you not proclaim from the scaffold, in the attentive ears of 
sa intelligent world, that you were' being judicially murdered? And 
would not your blood blot the eseutchoon of any nation, who would ra- 
tain in positions of judicial authority, such iiisaiie fanatics ? And is not 
tills tlio very kind of i«stimony by whioh it is eougbt to try us far our 
immortal lifa ? Are you not thus determining who they are, who claim 
to he ofTioially pointing out to us the way to heaven ? Excuse mo, if I 
most eraphalically, deny tto competency, of these dreamy unconaQioua 
witnesses ; and on that account reject their testimony entirely. 

Even the largest charity will not allow us to suppose intelligent and 
eane men, capable of suoh a stroteb of superstitious credulity, as honestly 
to claim that gpirits arc perceived by the medium, tlirougb tho natural 
organs of vision, while he is in a normal state, and thus identified to be hu- 
man. This is conceded to bo physically irauossible. To render it pos- 
sible to see them, a miraclo must be wrought either on the beholder's 
eye or on the appearing spirit, so as to adapt tho sense to the object, 03 
the object to the sense. This has been done in the case of appearing 
angels. It may be done now, if it shall please God to do it. But when- 
aver it is done, it becomes a historical fact, and is capable of the same 
kind of proof, as any other fact ; until that ptoof is offered, we rest in a 
simply negative position. But whan that is done, we shall raise the fur- 
ther question, as to how spirits are identified. In angelic appaatances, 
men iu olden time were sometimes mistaken ; supposing them, in some 
iosteneas, to ba men, and in others to ha God. Why may they not now 
be mistaken in the same way ? 

Wfl fall baok then, again, upoa the question, are Ihey human ipiribt % 
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It i$ anewerad, " they are." How do wa or may wa know t It U ra- 
plied, "In the earlier history of our race, spirits ware in Ilia habit of re- 
turning to earth, and holding inleroourse with men." The cas3 of Samuel 
and Saul, and the appearance of Moses and Elijah, ou the mount ol trans- 
figuration are given in proof. This latter ease is improperly cited. For 
there is nothing eoniieoted with it, iu any way analogous to the spirit 
wonders or manifestations of the present tima. The effort to wrest 
and pervert this incident, into the support of spiritism, only shows 
that it is hard pressed for raspaolable and reliable evidence. Tks 
other case, I have already shown to be special in its character, and not 
susceptible of being fairly employed, in support of spiritua) pretensions: 
But for tlie moment, and for a special object, I will ooaoade all that ie 
claimed in this case. It is a. single case. And if Saul had not sineed 
fearfully against his God, Spiritism wonU have baao witliJUt oven n 
amgle case, which it would not bo ashamed to bring forward, "Sow, 
will any disciple oE Bacon, infer a general principle from a single fact, and 
that fact exceptional in its characters Let me give you a parallel, and its 
rasulls, from the applieatiori of this principle of inductive reasoning. 

In the times of Elisha, an axe which had aecidaatally fallen into the 
river ; in a mysterious manner, rose to surface, and was recovered ; there- 
fore iron has a loss speeifio gravity than wafer, and will float upon its 
surfiice. Who does not revolt at this conclusion, and see in it not only a 
violation, but an absolute discarding of every principle of inductive 
science. 

The examples of tho New Testament, so far from esiabhshing the fact 
that human spirits return to earth, and hold communion with men, prove 
that the spirits which had converse with men, in those days, wore of au 
ontirely different class. Out of one person, Christ cast seven demons, 
and out of another legions, and Dumetous instances are mentioned, of 
himself and his disciples, dispossessing unfortunate vietims of spirit delu- 
■ion, of their degrading and destructive attending spirits. He is as able 
and willing to do it nowas ever ha was ; would that men wore as willing 
aad anxious to be cured. 

1 believe, I have now stated fairly, and answered fully, tha arguments 
«f Spiritists, in support of their one idea, Z might lOst the cssa here , 
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uA parbapi my naders would ba fully Mtisfied on tbia point. Bat I 
di«uld feel tbat I had not done my whole duty. I tharefore reapeotfuUf 
mIc your KUenlioa, to a few negative eon side ration 9, or arguments against 
this oDs idea. Tou hare seen tbat there is really but little to austain it. 
But to my mind there are weighty reasons against it. 

The exalted nature and dignity of man, we think, furnish strong pre- 
sumptive evidence against it, and vender it, to say the least, highly ini' 
ptohahla. The whole history of man shows him to be a superior being, 
and formed for a high and noble destiny. He was made in the image of 
God, and endowed with franseendant capacities at his creation ; such as 
were not given to any other being in the universe, of which we have any 
knowledge. The plan of his redemption and recovery from sin ; the im- 
manae expense and saorifices, involved in its execution, are also pre- 
anmptive of the high sphere of action he was designed to fill. Angelt 
had fallen, but were left in their ruined condition, " reserved in everlsBl- 
ing chains, under darkness, unto the judgment of the great day." An- 
gela, again, are made the servants of men, and " sent forth to ministet 
(or them who sball be heirs of ealvation." To this it is objected, that 
man was made " a little lower than the angels." The objection is met bjr 
stating the design of this inferiority which is declared to be " the suffer- 
ing of death." But the passage will suffer no violence in sense, if we 
read it ; "thou madest him » little while inferior to the angels," But it is 
said also, " thou crownedst him with glory and honor, and didat set him 
over the works of thine hands. Thou hsst put all things in subjection 
under bis feet." But it is claimed that this is afSrmed of Christ and de- 
Boriptive of his dignity. This may be true of its primary design. But 
He has promised that, " where I am, there shall also my servants be;" 
that the servant shall be as his Lord, and he declares, " To bim that 
«varoonietb, will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also over- 
came, and am set down with my Father in hia throne.*' la jt rational, 
then, to suppose tbat beings of such dignity of character, and such ex- 
alted capabilities, will be employed bj an infinitely wise Governor, in the 
■nblime work of knucliling a plastered wall, tipping and shoving around 
parlor tables, and catering to a morbid love ol the wonderful and marvel- 
ous in the thoughtless crowd ? 

It is a general belief, upon what authority, beyond what I have already 
rafeired to, I will not now inquire, that the spirit state of human eiistenoai 
U higher, in its espabilities and powers, than is the embodied state. In 
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this, the world may be wrong. Our lendency maj be downward, inateod 
of upward ; s retrograde, instead of an advaQce progreBS, And if the 
communications I have seen, which purported to be from Lord Bacon, and 
Sweedenborg, were really from them, I have no doubt, that passing from 
the body, we start on a retrograde career, towards the reptile and monad; 
which some claim as their " illustrious anoegtots." 

I Lad thought that tho3Q loved ones of mine, who died in the Lord, 
years ago, had entered upon a state, where their living active principle, 
an is numbered by clogging mortahty, operated with greater facility and 
vigor; comprehended with more ease; rose higher and higher, in the r^ionB 
of purity and blesBeduess; approximating the infinite sonice of life and intelli- 
gence, and communicating their thoughts with amazing ease and diatiact- 
ness. But alas ! how new discoveries dissipate old theories 1 These fond, 
pleasing fancies, I must now give up as false. My loved ones surrounding 
me, in invisible forma, though they have the ptysioul power to lift a large 
table, and me besides, aud desire much to speak to ma, a word of caution 
or encouragement, cannot even assure me of their presence, except through 
the phvaieal organs of some medium, from whose very touch they would 
have recoiled, as from the fetid breath of death, while they were here in 
the body. Though my spirit is directly accessable, and alive to any im- 
a they might make upon it ; though they could illuminate my con- 
1 make me see, the sublimest scenes aud truths, by intuition, 
thus giving me to know what they communicated ; yet they can only talk 
tome, through the mediuio of unintelligent sounds, or when I am in an 
unconscious state, so that memory can ma^e no record of their thoughts, 
or words, for mj future instruction or consolation. They can only com- 
mune with mo indirectly, through s third person, whose word I must re- 
ceiTe, as expressions of their thougats and feelings. Could I bo made to be. 
lieve that death exercises such a ahrivehng and dwarnng influence upon the 
soul such T belief would give it ten fo'd horrors, and make me dread utter 
annhlaton at no very distant period, as the inevitable sequel, of the 
destruct e j ocess. indicated by the disolutiou of the body. 

A fa the presumptive argument, I diaw from the Savior's narative, of 
the T ch man and Lazarus. I say narative, for such I believe it to be.. — 
But lest some caviling objector should seek to break the force of the argu- 
ment, by insisting, as many do, that " it is only a parable," I remark, that 
for all the purposes of the present disucssion, it is quite indifferent, in 
which light it is viewed. For our Savior never teaches error incidentally, 
while teaching truth directly. In this nai'ativo, or parable as you please, 
the curtain, dividing the present from the future wo:ld, is drawn aside, 
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and wd are permitted to look ia upen tha iababitaot^, of Gijd'a rttributire 
domicions. We behold their glorious exaltation, and imagine their emU 
tant shouts; or sea their dagredaLion and hear their fruitless wail of anguish 
and woe.' 'I am tormented in this ilame." The scene which rises before us i & 
one in which spirits alono are actors. One in the midst of the tlama en-< 
treats for a single drop oC water to cool his tongue and asauage hia torment. 
This is denied him; because, in those days, it was impossible to comply 
mib. the request. An impassable gulf separated the places, so that thoy 
ooulci hold no intercourae, by passing from the ono to the other. Some, ia 
modern times, insist that this gulf has been bridged over ; but I ha^a no 
oonfidecca iu the sources of thair informatloa, and will not risls any inter- 
eat upon the intelliganoe. Tha nest request tbat goes up, from this pool o 1' 
woo, is that a disembodied haman spirit may bo sent back to earth on a 
mission of mercy. The motives of this request hava besii variously givea 
Some insisting they were from a purely fratei'nal affection. That beoauae ho 
loved Ilia five brothara tenderly, he did not waat them to come to that aw- 
t'ul place and ha knew well, from what he ramembared of their manner of 
life, that they would certainly come tKere. Hence he wanted Lazarus sent 
back, to tel! them what he had seen, and to warn them of the fearful loal- 
itiea awaitingthem ia tha unseen world. Others, and I think with greater 
propriety, regard his motives as purely and wholly selfish. He knew hia 
own influence and example with those biothais, had wickedly opposed tha 
means by which God sought to affect their salvation ; and that they would 
justly charge tbeir damnation upon him, and by their bitter denunciationfj 
augment tho seventy of his torments. Ilenaa his desire that they might 
not come to that place; to ba his companions in endless sorrow and re- 

Howevevthia may be, his request was not complied with; for tha reason 
that those brothers had tha soripturos, and upon all questions of dnty to 
God and man they wore amply suffioieat. It was not tha want of light or 
of a knowldego of tho right and duty that kept tham in sin, but a paf- 
varseneas of heart which would also keep them from being benefi'itod, by 
any additional light that might be given them, eoroborating that whioh 
they already had. "If they hear not Moses and tha Prophets, neither 
Bill they be persuaded though one rose from the dead." 

Observe here, the rich man did not ask to go himself. Thereare strong 
reasons why he would have mada this request if he had supposed it to ba 
allowable on any account. He could hava spoken from an awful axpeti- 
enco, and with an earnestness and pathos which would have been more 
likely to move and melt tha obdnrAte hearts of those fire brothers. Jjasa- 
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jna had been comparatively unkQowii to them. He had, probably, died 
ammig the doga, who wera his physiciana and nursea, dating bis last painful 
'llness — had been rudely dragged from tha kennel by the vasaols and min- 
ions of aristocratic pomp and pride ; thrown into a grave without ceremony 
or regret, and covered with earth, amid mutterings and execrations, be-' 
cause he did not die elsewhere, so as to have devolved the labor of burjint; 
him upon other hands. Had he now returned, they might not have rec- 
ognized him at all ; or his extreme poverty, low social position and possi- 
bly uncultivated manners, would have rendered him an object of contempt 
and defeated the purpose cf b 3 m ss o The r brother thev kne v. — 
They had seen him die am d the eplen lurs of h s s m tuout. bode ; 
tbej had closed bis eyes m tho darkness of deith tl ey b'id wept 
around hia cold remains toliowed h m to b a hst rest n^ plice and 
seen bim buried from the r sght ii the teej cold slent leoessesi 
o£ the grave. Ha could, have entree od thoia w th a favor h h ould. 
have melted them into contr t on an 1 tend rness o ba e frozen the i blood 
with terror. But he did not e en ask to qO back ^ Why Beoa se he 
knaw that ii; was contrary to the established order of &od, that such ss h9 
aliould return to earth. The spirits of the damned therefore, cannot es- 
cape from their prison, to return to their former abode or earthly associa- 
tiojis. 

lazatus was not permitted to return, as already said, because it was uu- 
fflecessary ; heaven being judge of tbe nooeesity. A human spirit saved- 
was not sent from beaven, even on an errand of salvation, and is it there- 
fore reasonable, to suppose, that Ibey will be sent back merely to exoita 
the wonder or contribute to the amusement, of those who delight to toy 
with them ? How surpassingly absurd it Seems that Abraham, Elijah and 
Daniel; Stephen, Paul and John ; Luther, Knox and Wesley ; BafiOQ, 
Washington and Marshall should leave all celestial employment, and ba 
kept constantly on tha tilt; dartiiig like lightning around tho earth, to 
anawer the call and enter the body of every sHperstitious dreamer in tho 
world, only too feed a superstition still more morbid and degrading, in tha 
aager tbroags that may gather around him ; or to rap out their presence 
apon the wall, for the pleasure of every dozing circle that may coQvene in 
darkness, around a table in tbe moat filthy haunts of men. And possibly 
each spirit is claiming to be present in a thousand different plaooB at the 
same time. 

The dignity of human nature ', the laws of progress in the human soul, 
and tho word of God, all proclaim i^ainst it. It ia not, it cannot be true. 

But if tbe phenomena are spiritual at all, and not caused by human 
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spirits, whal k the ctaraetet of tbeir aulhoiE ? This ia oerlainly, a qaes- 
lion| of great importance. For if there are good spirits and bad,— ■ 
aagols and demooa around us, and any are making matvalous mani- 
festations among us, we ought to tnow their character. If they are good^ 
although their agency m n t 1 our salvation and moral perfection! 
yet may their iostructio t d h a of our knowledge, as would, that 
of wise and good men, th 1 b ng in harmony with tlie standard 

of truth which the Aim ghty h ously given us. But if they are 

evil, to follow their par u ng will lead to the worst of conse" 

quanees, and may involve us in the most disastrous result. 

Are they then good spirits ? Those who say they are, will certainly, 
not think me captious, when I demand the proof. It is not'_enough to say 
they do not counsel profanonesa, lying, dishonesty, unchastity and crimes 
of every grade and hue. This they may not do directly, from motives 
of policy, but may do it indirectly, as we shall hereafter see, with greater 
efficiency, and more fatal results than they could do, by any poaitivti 
jnensurea or efforts. 

It will not do to say, we must presume them good, until from some 
overt act of theirs, we cm convict theia of wrong. I'hese spirits claim 
our confidence, iu matters where our eternal interests are involved, and it 
ii our right and duty, to requh-e of them testimonials of character, before 
we yield to thaic dajaaada, or repose our trust in what they say. "Whait 
proof then have we that they are good spirits ? 

So far as I am informed, the only arguments offered to show them good 
and worthy of confidence, are merely inferential in their character. First, 
it is argued, if God is good, it is not rational to suppose, that he will per- 
rait us to he deceived, by base and maliiiious spirits. To this I reply, the 
premise is most cheerfully and 'fnlly conceded. God is good, infinitely 
good. But the inference from this premise is roost positively denied. — 
The fact that he does permit " evil men and seducers," to "wax worse, and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived," is not only the declaration of bis 
word; but obvious, to the most superficial observers of his providential dealing 
with men. ITay to those "who will not obey the truth," but have "pleasure in 
anrighteousness," he sends, "strong delusions, thattheymay believe a lie," 
and ha damned. Nor do I conceive that this conflicts, at all, with his 
goodness; for Ihavo the fullest confidencein his wisdom, and believe ho 
fcnows, quite as well as we do, how he may most properly, manifest his 
goodness to his creatures. I do not think he specially needs our instruct 
tion. What God does therefore is right. 
But it ia not a new thing, by any means, for a ctimicalj to complaia of 
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tha cruelty of a juatandrighteonggovernmaiit, and while he is esposed to 
punishment and sufferings due to his offenceS) to infer that the authority 
which deals with him is vindictive and arhitrarj'' I can see no reason in 
the nature of God, in any of his attributes, or in the analogies of his provi- 
dence, why he may not permit evil spirits, to deceive those who are eager 
to bo deceived; ia order to find an exQuea for sin which will silence the 
voice of their conscience, and let them, without compunction or restraint! 
follow the leadiagB of theic owu depraved appetites, passions and affeo" 

The second argument, in favor of the purity of these, spirits is drawn from 
the assumption.that they are the departed spirits of our frlend3,and that they 
being actuated by the same love tUey had for us here, will not, thereforB 
deceive or mislead us. As to this argument, I have already shown, tha 
there is no rational evidence to support tha belief, that the spirits, of ou^ 
deceased friends, return to eartb, to hold intercourse with us, either by 
saps, through mediums, or in any other way, Godhas taken them from 
us, because he wanted them, in some other sphere, and they are occupied in 
employmeats, higher and nobler, and corresponding mora fully with their 
enlarged capacities and powers. The infarecca therefore, drawn from such 
an aBsamption, is utterly woituless, and falls to the ground. But should 
we admit tha promise, "wahave also a mora sure word of prophecy 
whereunto " wa " do well " to " take heed, as unto a light, that Bhinsth 
in a. dark pUce, until the day dawn, and tha day star arrise in" our 
''hearts." There is a stronger affection for us, and a safer guidance, than 
any llQite being has ever possessed or exarcisad." " Can a woman forge^ 
ber sucking child ? yea " she " may forget, yet will not I forget thoe." 

Thus we see, that tha assumption, that the rapping spirila are pure and 
good, is supported by no positive evidence. For me, their credentials and 
certificates of character aro insafSeient to command confidence. If a men" 
dicact stranger, could cot make out a better caso of honesty and trusts 
worthiness, clearer than tiieiiB, I should retain my charities for worthier 
objects. But let as now examine the probabilities againat their claim to 
goodness. There is something in the manner cf their appearing, which 
indicates reatraint, and raises a suspicion against them. In olden times 
angels appeared as men — were sent as special messengera, and their mission 
was usually confined to one particular object ; and io their commnnica. 
tions, they were direct, unrestrained and free. In the cases of spirit com- 
muoication from God, to the patriarchs, prophets and others ; no arts of 
snohantments or sorcery were used, no incantations, no self-formed circles, 
tiraiting in breathless silence, motionless as mummies, lest the spirit, like 
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a coj and timid bird, might ba frightened away— sitting, until the imagi- 
nation wrought up the Boftl, to the highest pitch of superBtitious awe, ren- 
dering it stupid from terror, and fit for any kind of imposition and delnBion» 
The mode of Divine mani Co station, where it was not through angolio mes- 
sengers, was through the intuitive powers, or consciousness of the soult 
It did not suspend or destroy, for the time being, the soul's consciousness 
51 any of its powers. The spirit never took possession, of the individual 
so fully, as to render him irresponsible, or oblivious to the common pio- 
ptieties and deceacies of life= 

Sometimes the Divine in&aence was so groat, and its revektions, so m- 
Taptnringly glorious, as to suspend for 'the time, all voluntary muscular 
power, as in the case of Daniel, But, though his physical strength was. 
gone, his mind was vigorously active; his consciousness clear, his momory 
vivid end tenacious ; and its records, being distinct and enduring, he could 
afterwards dwell upon, and describe all the particulars and details, of his 
wonderful visions. The epirit com muni cations from God, were like the 
effulgence of day ; the clear and glorious light of the soul, making palpa- 
bly visiWe, to the maa bimaolf, the things wliich his Author wished to 
reveal. 

Spiritism claims, that the spirit takes possession of his medium, sus- 
pends his individual judgment, consciousness, memory and will; and 
■then uses his physical organs as mediums for commnnicating ils own 
■fiews and thoughts ; and when finally, it gives back the mental powers 
to their rightful possessor, the person thus degraded and demented, has 
jiot even a dim recollection of anything he has said or done. And this, 
strange to tell, is esteemed a condition of the highest perfection — the 
Yery aome of Spiritist aspiration and ambition. How unlike is this, to the 
3aanner in which good spirits formerly manifested themselves; and how 
very like the mode of demoniacal manifestations, in the times of Chris- 
acd his Apostles ! It is said by those who claim to have obeetved extent 
sivoly, the influence of these spirit communications upon individual char" 
BOter, that drunkenness, in ifa basest forma, does not tend more certainly 
und rapidly to idiocy and lunacy; and to a general destruction of the 
higher and nobler powers of the mind, than does this spirit agency. 
Thisldo'not avow as truth; nor do I refer to it for any invidious pur- 
posea. My own personal observation, confessedly not extensive, rather 
confirms, than denies it; and reasoning upon the nature of things, as 
Mrly aa I can, I am forced to the same conclusion. ' I therefore refer to 
It, as a matter of warning, and ask you to inquire coDcerning its trutL, 
as opportunities may ocour around you. 
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Lot us now inquire ooncernicg the spirits' teaebing — tbeir dootrineK 
and tieir revelations — comparing them with that great standard o£ truth 
which an intelligent Christian world, has adopted as " tte only rule, and 
the sufficient rule, both of faith and practice." Hare, at the very outset, 
it is remarkable, that the spirits joia hands with the most inveterate infi- 
dels, the world has ever seen. Hence, from this point, whatever their 
professions of love for Christianity, or their admiration of its purity, we 
cannot loot upon them as friends, Tha most terrible of all enemies, are 
those who, under guise of friendship, have gained access to your person 
and heart, with the sole intent to deal you an assassin's blow, when yoa 
ieaat espaot it. The foes, most to ba dreaded, are those who are stealth- 
ily ucderminiDg the foundations of your faith, and laboring to subvert the 
strong holds of your existence, and to submerge it in the vortex of an 
endless ruin. The spirits adopt, as a fundamental principle, the very rale 
which the subtlest iaSdols of the v;orld, from Celsus to Mr. Hewman — 
from the second to the nineteenth century, have insisted upon ; and 
which lias been resisted and opposed, by the clearest and stronges; minds 
of the Churcli, ia all ages, viz., that no physical phenomena, however 
wonderful — however, confessedly, bayond the power of a finite agency, 
can possibly attest a written revelation to be Divine in its origin.* This 
clearly shows tte affinities of these spirits, and does it at the expense of: 
their consietency. For, the position clearly involves tham in inextricable 
confusion ; nay, sweeps away all their pretensions at a single blast. With-, 
oat its physical phenomena — its raps, table moving, and bodily contor- 
tions, what would there be of Spiritism. Who would give it any atten- 
tion, or repose tbe least degree of confidenoe in its equivocal, incoherent 
Md inconsistent vagaries.^ 

The Lord Jesus declares his works bore witness of his character, and 
attested tha truth of his dootiine. " But I have greater witness than that 
pE John ; for tha works which the Father hath given me to finish ; the 
same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me." 
.* The works that I do in my Father's name, they boar witness of me." 
" Believe me, that I am in the Father and the Father in me, or else be- 
lieve mo for the very works sake." " If I had not done among them the 
works which no other man did, they had not bad sin ; but now they have 
both seen and hated both me and my Father," The Apostle declares, 
that God bore witness to the great salvation proclaimed by Christ, " both 
with signs and wonders, and divers miracles, according to his own will," 

* See SpiritMlism, by Judge Edmunds and Dr, Dexter. 
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And the earlier miniaters of Oiiristiauity, proclaimed the reaurreotion of 
Ohrist, aa the DivinQ conSnnation of tha Gospel. 

But the determiaed enemies of the croas", awate of the hopeleMness of 
their destructive efforts, if they permitted God to testify, have all along 
iflventfld tUa most absurd rules of evidence, by which to judge the aaored 
record, and by which they could reject the Diviae testimony; rules 
which, ill their general application, would prove the most revolutionary ia 
avery department of hnmaQ inquiry and kuowledgo. And the spirit's 
true to their instincts have adopted these rules, though by doing bo they 
destroy every veatige of claim to authority aa teachers of truth, and revel- 
ators of God's counsels 

The spirits also deny the e =entidliy Divma chaiacter of our Lord 
and Saviour, rejjaid n^ the great focal and radiating centre of all his- 
tory — the theme of piophetio descm tion and nptuie, the object of angelic 
wonder and adoration, the objeijt in which centered the desire of all na- 
tions, the adorable and over biassed Moaaiah, a mere man, and a miserable 
proscribed wizard at that. The highest character they award him, is that 
ef being a perfect medium — a passive tool, to be used by every straggling 
ghost or malignant demon, according to its fancy or caprice. 

Our great standard proclaims that " ia him dwelt all the fullness of tho 
God-head bodily." That " it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fullness dwell." " God was in Christ, raoonolling the world unto himself." 
Ho was " God manifest in. the flesh; '' and'' God over all, blessed forever." 
But the logical teachings of tho spirits proclaim him aa one of the most 
base, unscrupulous and arrogant pretenders, that ever walked the earth. 
This is a logical necessity of their position. He assumed to change and 
revoke portions of God's law, of what he and his disciples recognized to 
be such. 

"Ye have heard that it hath been said by thera of old time. Thou 
shall not kill ; and whosoever shall kilt shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment. But I say unto you, tbat whosover is angry with his brother 
without a cause, shall be in danger of tho judgment ; and whosever shal! 
say to his brother, Baca, shall bo in danger of the Council ; but who- 
aoeyer shall say, Thou fool, shall bo in dangoi of hell fire." " Again, ye 
have heard it hath been said, by them of old time, thou shalt not forswear 
thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oatha ; but / say unto you. 
Swear aot at aW Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an 
eya, and a tooth for a tooth ; but I say unto you, that ye resist not evil. " 
Ha forgave rina. Keceived worship. Performed miracles ; giving no inti- 
matioa that bii power was delegated ; and he proclaimed himself equal 
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witli God. "I and my Father are one." If he was not what he claimed 
to be, he was a false preleuder ; nnd our holy Chtistianity is the baaelesa 
theory of aa impostor, who in his life and conduct violated every one of 
its fundamental principles. Who is re^dy to give up his hope in Christ, 
and his oonfidenoa in the religion of his fathers, upon any such authority ? 
Do not their views of Christ, show the character of the spirits ? " Every 
spirit that confesseth not tliat Jesus Christ is come in the fiesh, is not of 
God." 

Again, the spirits deny the vicarious niture of Christ's death They 
ridicule the idea ths^t '' Christ die I for our sins according to the Scrip 
tures ;" that " he was wounded for our transgre=sion8, bruised tor our 
iniquities ;" that the chastisement ot our peace waa upon him," and thit 
wa may be " healed by his stupes ' They striLe an eslerminating blow 
at all oup hopes of paidon, ■mil laive us to e\piato our own guilt, by our 
own degradation, aufteriags ind shame They o&er us no sahation , but 
leave us in our sins and in our blood ; declaring positively for the ecGOu;- 
agement of sensudhty and crime, what all human experience, and every 
known law of the human mind, teaches to be in the highest degree im 
proba bid— that the soul, though while here in the body, and its character 
well known, may be rushing rapidly downward in its mora! career, yet no 
sooner passes out of our sight, than it suddenly stops in its march to death, 
and turns its course upwards towards God and heaven. Or in other 
words; that the end of life is the end of sio. That death, and ntl 
Christ is the Saviour of the world. 

Of course, then, our consciousness of Pardon, and our joy in ike Holy 
Ghost, is all a mere fancy, an utter delusion. We must give up the con- 
solations which religion affords, and depend only upon the assurances of 
Buoh ghosts and spectres, as may chance to visit na, as they '' are going to 
and fro in the earth, and walking up and down in it." We are thus left 
without an atonement, and without a Holy Ghost, to rise by the recuper- 
ative energies of our own natures, out of any degradation into which sin 
may have plunged us. Our elevation depends not upon the Divine mercy, 
nor yet upon our own volitions, but upon the spontaneous action of the 
of progress in our nature. 

Verily tho Eevalator, and those whom he saw in heaven, must have been 
conaummately ignorant of tho true cause of their exaltation. For they 
sung, " Salvation to our God whioh sitteth upon the throne, and unto th« 
Lamb forever." And one of the "four and twenty elders," who 
abide continually in the presence of the awful Majesty, mnst have been 
taesausably ignorant of this law of progrese, to which he waa wholly 
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jndebte*! for his subliina elevation; for he dsolarasloonceming tie hosts 
who were saved from oarth, " These are tbey who cams cp through great 
tribulation, having washed iLair robas, said made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb." 

I havo thus endeavored to auawor the question, "Are the spirits good .*" 
Applying than- teachings to the great standard of truth whioh God has 
given ua, wa fi\id they boar a strong tosemblance to the spirit which held 
iha first fatal parley with the too credulous Eve, through tho first spiiit 
laedium ever knowu. They discredit the external and collateral evidenoe 
on which rests the Divine authority of the word of (rod, and ihuB leave 
us without any authoritative record of the will of our Maker and moral 
Governor — 'any standard of right and duty, afloat upon the traekless waves 
of delusive opinions, promulgated by lying and God-abandoned spirits- 
They deny the Divinity of the Lord Jesua Christ, aud by oonsequanoe, 
the divinity of Christianity, and make the whole Christian world follow 
the Bpocitlatious of a base deceivar, aud an arrogant pretender. They 
deny the Ktonement of the Kaw Testament, and thus leave us without a 
Saviour, without pardon and wlLbout hope. 

And yet those who believe their teaching, and insist that tbey are wor- 
thy of more confidence than the Bible ; complain that we slander them, 
when we say of this doctrius, that it is infidel in character, and denies 
ihe divinity of Christianity. 

What kind of a Christianity would that be, which was without a Divine 
Christ ? Without an atoning saorifioe, and the forgiveness of sins § Without 
a Holy Ghost) and a power to change and renew the heart ? Whatever else 
St might be, it certainly would not be, the Christianity of the Bible, That 
to which we cling so fondly ; for which we are willing, like the martyrs 
of olden times, to encounter any dangers and make any sacrifices. That 
which gives us peace and joy, which enables us to triumph in the hour of 
temptation and afll.iotion, and will bsar us oxuUingly through death, 
iiomo, to those mansions of blessedness which our Saviour is pre- 
iiaring for us, in our Falhei'a house in heaven. 

It is better lo believe God, than man. Safer to follow Christ than de^ 
moas. Let us not, then, be deceived by specious pretenders. Let us 
believe and abide m our father's God. Walk in the same safe path; 
liiind the same pure and rational things ; rest firmly upon the same im- 
Tjutabla foundation ; and we shall finally overcome as they did, and dwell 
(iind raign with them forevar. " Other toundatioc can no man lay, than 
that which is kid, which is Jesus Christ." 
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